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To the Editor, New England Journal of Medicine:

Lin et al.’s
 findings that environmental lead exposure may accelerate renal insufficiency have particular relevance for U.S. racial minorities and poor citizens of the developing world.  African-Americans, who already confront a disproportionate burden of end-stage renal disease,
 suffer from more environmental lead exposure than white Americans.
 Similarly, poor citizens of the developing world, who often lack basic health care, face much larger exposures than those in wealthier nations. 
 This results from military-related pollution and importation (read “dumping”) of lead-laden toxics (e.g., old computers, fertilizers, and industrial wastes).
 While the U.S. and the European Union have phased out leaded gasoline, from 30-95% of the gasoline sold in Latin America, Asia and Africa still contains lead.5 Despite evidence for cost-savings with unleaded gasoline and calls from respected scientists and the World Bank for the elimination of leaded fuels, the highly-profitable lead industry has lobbied against a phaseout.5 Given the high costs of care for chronic renal disease, governments should support prevention through the elimination of fuel- and industry-based sources of lead.
Sincerely,

Martin Donohoe, MD, FACP

Staff Physician, Old Town Clinic

Senior Scholar, Center for Ethics in Health Care

Oregon Health and Science University
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