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Course Description

This course employs fiction to introduce topics of current importance in clinical and social medicine. Specific areas to be covered include homelessness, domestic violence, poverty, stigmatization, suffering, death, the physician and war, the family and society, aging, human subject experimentation, the doctor-patient relationship, and humor in medicine.  Readings include selections by Anton Chekhov, Leo Tolstoy, George Orwell, Pearl  S Buck, Doris Lessing, Shusaku Endo, Grace Paley, John Updike, Elie Wiesel, Ethan Canin, and Michael Lacombe; these will be supplemented by clinical studies, reviews, and editorials from the current medical literature. Note that all readings by MT Donohoe are available at http://www.publichealthandsocialjustice.org.

Objectives:

By the end of the course, students are expected to
· Develop an appreciation of the reciprocal relationships between literature, clinical medicine, public health, and medical ethics.
· Analyze works of fiction and non-fiction relevant to medicine and public health in terms of tone, style, point of view, characterization, and use of symbolism and metaphor.

· Discuss how questions pertinent to the care of individuals and communities and to ethical dilemmas can be investigated through critical analysis of both literary works and scientific studies.
· Articulate comparisons between different writers’ approaches to medical and public health topics.

· Share and discuss a favorite poem relevant to medicine and/or public health.

· Write a research paper covering some aspect of the field of literature, medicine, and public health.
The course will meet for two hours twice a week for ten weeks and is open to .

Grading:

Class participation – 25%

Biography of a physician or nurse writer (one to two pages) – 15%

Paper describing “A day in my life with….” (students will pick any disease of interest, and based on a review of the disease and its treatments, describe how having such a disease might affect them physically, mentally, and in terms of their relationships on a typical day) – 15%

Paper discussing a poem of interest and relevant health care topic (5-7 pages, 5-10 references, due end of week 8) – 25%

Final exam – compare and contrast two works discussed in class with respect to literary devices, point of view, and relevant health care issues – 20%

Syllabus

Introduction to Literature and Medicine, Physician Writers
Donohoe MT, Danielson S. A community-based approach to the medical humanities. Medical Education 2004;38(2):204-217.

From The Summing Up, W Somerset Maugham

“To be a scientist…” From Lewis S, Arrowsmith (New York: Signet, 1980, page 269.

Donohoe MT. Advice for young investigators: Historical perspectives on scientific research. Adv Hlth Sci Educ 2003;8(2)167-171.

Donohoe MT. William Carlos Williams, M.D.: Lessons for physicians from his life and writings. The Pharos 2004 (Winter):12-17 

Disease/Suffering:

Updike J. From the Journal of a Leper.  Am J Dermatopathol 1982;4(2):137-42.

Robert. “I saw myself in the mirror.” From Hoffman AD and Lewis NR.  The Needle of Caring, the Thread of Love: Creative Writing on an Adolescent Medical Ward

(Chicago:  U of Chicago Press, 1981).

Schweitzer A. Out of my life and thought.

Rosenberg C. “Your name escapes me.” From On Being a Doctor, ed. Lacombe MA (Philadelphia, American College of Physicians, 1995, p. 121).

Elovitz S. Reflections. JAMA 1988;260:1776.
Donohoe MT. Perspectives of physician-authors Lewis Thomas and Samuel Shem on the art of medicine and the training of doctors.  Am Med Writers Assn J 1988;3(4):2-7.

The Doctor-Patient Relationship I
Anton Chekhov. Misery.  In Anton Chekhov’s Short Stories, Ralph E. Maitlaw, ed (New York:WW Norton & Co., 1979).

The Use of Force. William Carlos Williams. In The Doctor Stores (New York: New Directions, 1984).

Selzer R. Brute. In Letters to a Young Doctor (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1982).
The Doctor-Patient Relationship II
Lacombe MA. An innocent tale. Am J Med 1989;87:669-70.

“The Practice” and “Hell’s Kitchen.” From William Carlos Williams. Autobiography (New York: New Directions Books, 1983 -orig.1951). 

Kornrich WJ. An Old Horse. JAMA 1989;262:2902. Available at http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/reprint/262/20/2902.pdf. 
Anon. It’s Over, Debbie.  JAMA 1988;259:272. Available at http://web.missouri.edu/~bondesonw/Debbie.HTM. 
Peabody FW.  The Care of the Patient.  JAMA 1927;88:877-82. Available at http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/reprint/88/12/877?ijkey=55318ee7acd1f7acd98a6ffc8f72809ff349f7cb. 

Sexuality, Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Delivery

If They Knew Yvonne. Andre Dubus. The North American Review: 97-124.

Donohoe MT. “Teen Pregnancy: A call for sound science and public policy,” in Current Controversies in Teen Pregnancy and Parenting, Lisa Frick, Ed. (Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press/Thomson Gale, 2007). [Reprinted from Z Magazine 2003 (April);16(4):14-16.]

 “Notes from the Delivery Room.” Linda Pastan. Medicine in Literature, ed. J Ceccio (New York: Longman, Inc., 1978).

Sexton A. “Unknown Girl in the Maternity Ward.” Medicine in Literature, ed. J Ceccio (New York: Longman, Inc., 1978).

From The Hell House Outreach Manual, published by Abundant Life Christian Center. The Christian fright, cited in Harper’s Magazine, October 1997:20-3.

The Family and Society

Grace Paley, An Interest in Life. In We are the Stories We Tell: The Best Short Stories by North American Women since 1945, Wendy Martin, ed. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1990).

Slide show on poverty in America (Donohoe)

Domestic Violence

LaCombe MA. Playing God. Ann Int Med 1992;116:161-2.

Donohoe MT. Violence against women: Partner abuse and sexual assault. Hospital Physician 2004;40(10):24-31.

Donohoe MT. Individual and societal forms of violence against women in the United States and the developing world: an overview. Curr Women’s Hlth Reports 2002;2(5):313-319.

Donohoe MT. Violence against women in the military. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2005;10(2): posted 9/13/05. Available at

http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/512380
Aging

Ethan Canin. We are Nightime Travelers. From Emperor of the Air (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1988).

Laurie Lee. From “Cider with Rosie.” From The Oxford Book of Death, op. cit.

Dylan Thomas. “Do not go gentle into that good night.” Ibid.

Michael Blumenthal. “Who will live in our houses when we die?” 

Silverman DA. Confluence at life’s extremes. Ann Int Med 1994;120-615.

Death I
Leo Tolstoy. The Death of Ivan Ilych. Lynn Solotaroff, transl. (New York:  Bantam Books, 1981-orig. 1886).

Death II, Suicide
Bontemps A. “A Summer Tragedy.” In The Old South: "A Summer Tragedy" and Other Stories of the Thirties (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1973)
Anon. “I am a student nurse…” AM J Nursing 1970.

Campbell ML.Breaking bad news to patients. JAMA/Pulse 1994;271:1052.

Blaise pacal.  Ibid.

Siegel JI. “In the room where my father died.” JAMA Poetry and Medicine 1995;273:460b.

Kennedy AL. The Gift. Ann Intern Med 1996;125:513.

Kahlil Gibran (1993). “Death.” From The Prophet. New York:  Alfred .A. Knopf

D.J. Enright (1983). The Oxford Book of Death.  Oxford, New York:  Oxford University Press, “The Venerable Bebe” , Ecclesiastical History of the English People; “An Essay on Man” by Alexander Pope (1688-1744); “Holy Sonnets” by Donne; “On the fear of Death” by William Hazlitt (1778-1830); “Do not go gentle into that good night” by Dylan Thomas (1914-1953);  “The Royal Way” by Andre Malraux (1901-1976); “ Maxims” by La Rochefoucald (1613-1680); “Getting Even” by Woody Allen (b. 1935); “Pensees” and “Man is only a reed…” by Blaise Pascal (1623-1662); Andre( Malraux. “There is…no death…”
Donohoe MT. Reflections of physician-authors on death: literary selections appropriate for teaching rounds, J Palliative Med 2002;5(6):843-8.

The Physician and Society

“To Respond Always,” by Douglas R. Mailman, from M Lacombe (ed.), On Being a Doctor (Philadelphia: American College of Physicians, 1995).

Wormser GP, Joline C. Would you eat cookies prepared by an AIDS patient? Postgrad Med 1989;86:174,178,181-3,186.

Anon. Revised Hippocratic Oath. Medicine: A Treasury of Art and Literature, p 372-3.

Exercise on out-of-hospital emergencies and curbside diagnoses (handout, Donohoe)

Racism
The Sky is Gray. Ernest J Gaines. From Marion Gray Secundy, ed. Trials, Tribulations, and Celebrations: African-American Perspectives on Health, Illness, Aging and Loss (Yarmouth, Maine: Intercultural Press, 1992).

Questionnaire: Research or Racism? Harper’s Magazine 1997 (Sept):18.

Jury Rigging Laid Bare. Harper’s Magazine 1997 (June):23-24.

In Black and White. From Jared Diamond. The Third Chimpanzee: The Evolution and Future of the Human Animal (New York: Harper Collins, 1992).

Black Health on the Plantation: Masters, Slaves, and Physicians. Todd L Savitt.
Discussion of Tuskeegee Syphilis Study, participation of African-Americans in medical research, racial differences in access to care and outcomes.

Immigration/Migrant Health Care
Lacombe MA. Gordian knot. Am J Med 1993;94:75-6.

Hansen E, Donohoe MT. Health issues of migrant and seasonal farm workers. J Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 2003;14(2):153-164.

Poverty, Homelessness

How the Poor Die. George Orwell.

“On Dumpster Diving” and “Phlebitis: At the Public Hospital.” From Lars Eighner. Travels with Lizbeth (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1993).

Doris Lessing. An Old Woman and Her Cat. From The Doris Lessing Reader (New York:  Knopf, 1988).

Donohoe MT. Homelessness in the United States: History, epidemiology, health issues, women and public policy. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2004;9(2): posted 7/7/04. http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/481800
Mental Illness

Ward No. 6. Anton Chekhov. From Anton Chekhov, Seven Short Novels (New York:Bantam, 1976).

The Insane. William Carlos Williams. From William Carlos Williams. The Doctor Stories (New York: New Directions, 1984).

Morris J, Donohoe MT. The History of Hysteria. The Pharos 2004 (Spring):40-43. 

Occupational and Environmental Medicine

An Enemy of the People. Henrik Ibsen. From Henrik Ibsen. Four Great Plays by Henrik Ibsen. R Farquharson Sharp, transl. (New York: Bantam, 1959).

The Paid Nurse. William Carlos Williams. In William Carlos Williams. The Doctor Stories (New York: New Directions, 1984).

Donohoe MT. GE – Bringing Bad Things to Life: Cradle to Grave Health Care and the Alliance between General Electric Medical Systems and New York-Presbyterian Hospital, Synthesis/Regeneration 2006(Fall);41:31-3 (abridged version – complete version available upon request from the author).

Donohoe MT.  Corporate front groups and the abuse of science: the saga of the American Council on Science and Health. Z Magazine 2007 (October):42-6. Available at http://zmagsite.zmag.org/Oct2007/donohoe_print.html. Referenced version available at http://phsj.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/corporate-front-groups-abuse-of-science-with-background-and-refs.doc
Donohoe MT. Cigarettes: The other weapons of mass destruction. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2005;10(1): posted 4/5/05. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/501586
Review of causes and health consequences of environmental degradation and social injustice (Donohoe).
The Physician and War

Pearl S. Buck. The Enemy. In Far and Near: Stories of Japan, China, and America (New York: The John Day Company, 1934).

Howe EG. Ethical issues regarding mixed agency of military physicians. Soc Sci Med 1986;23:803-15.

Slide shows on war and militarism available at http://www.phsj.org
Human Subject Experimentation
Shusaku Endo. The Sea and Poison (New York: Taplinger Publishing Co., 1972).

Alexander L. Medical science under dicatorship. N Engl J Med 1949;241:39-47.

Charles IX of France. “The body of a dead enemy…” From The Oxford Book of Death, op.cit.

Micheline Maurel. “Be happy, you who live…” From ibid.

Elie Wiesel. “Job, our ancestor… “From The Words of Peace: Selections from the Speeches of the Winners of the Novel Peace Prize, Irwin Abrams, ed. (New York; Newmarket Press, 1990).
Review of major developments in human subject experimentation in the 20th Century (Donohoe).
War
Mark Twain. The War Prayer. (New York: Harper and Row, 1970 - orig. 1923.)  

Poems from Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark, eds. Peace and War: A Collection of Poems (Oxford: Oxford U Press, 1989): “Strange Meeting” by Wilfred Owen; “Dulce et Decorum est.” by Wilfred Owen; Preface from Aeneid X. Virgil. “Your Attention Please.” By Peter Porter.

Brooks J. Red Cross only positive result of horrifying 1859 bloodbath.  Can Med Assoc J 1996;155:1180-82.

Selections from Irwin Abrams, ed. The Words of Peace: Selections from the Speeches of the Winners of the Nobel Peace Prize (New York: Newmarket Press, 1990): Fritdjof Nansen (1922), Ralph Bunche (1950), Father Dominique Pire (1958), Martin Luther King (1964), Betty Williams (1976), MŸmtaz Soysal (1977), Adolfo P rez Esquivel (1980), Elie Wiesel (1986), Oscar Arias Sanchez  (1987), and the Dalai Lama (1989).

The Butter Battle Book. Dr. Seuss (Theodore Geisel).

Vergun R, Vergun P, Thomasson C, Donohoe MT. “A brief summary of the medical impacts of Hiroshima,” in Okuda ST (with Vergun P), A Dimly Burning Wick: Memoir from the Ruins of Hiroshima (New York: Algora Publishing, 2008). See http://www.a-dimly-burning-wick.com/.

Selections from Sam Keen. Faces of the Enemy: Reflections of the Hostile Imagination (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1991) – to be passed around in class.

Medicine and the Arts
Creativity and disease

Minimata Dixease: The photography of W Eugene Smith

Humor, Wrap-Up, Course Evaluations
Nelson DS. Humor in the pediatric emergency department. Pediatrics 1992;89:1089-90.

Bennett HJ. Keeping up with the literature. JAMA 1992;267:920.

Lee RV. A modest proposal for preventing elder folk from being a burthen to 

their children or country, and making them beneficial to the public. J Clin Epidemiol 1989;42:593-5.

From The Physical Exam. Postgrad Med 1988;83(6):37. 

Alberding, K, Antonuccio, DO, Tearnan BH. A brief report on the clinical aspects of procrastination: Better late than never. Journal of Polymorphous Perversity 1986;3(2):15.

Cover page from the Journal of Underachievement. Oral Sadism and the Vegetarian Personality: Readings from the Journal of Polymorphous Perversity, ed. GC Ellenbogen, 1971:258.
Other sessions:

Student presentations
Guest presentations by Sue Danielson, Paul Donohoe
