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STUDENT AND FACULTY RESPONSES TO THE ADDITION OF LITERATURE TO THE PRECLINICAL CURRICULUM.  MT DONOHOE, J BOLGER, General Internal Medicine, Oregon Health Sciences University, Portland, OR.
   Purpose: Literature can augment learning by allowing students to vicariously experience novel situations, explore diverse philosophies, and develop empathy and respect, as well as serving as a catalyst for the discussion of sensitive and controversial issues. We evaluated student and faculty response to the addition of literary selections to Principles of Clinical Medicine, a two-year longitudinal preclinical course covering the doctor patient relationship, epidemiology, the behavioral sciences, and ethics. 

   Methods: Without alerting students or small group preceptors, poetry, first person narratives, and short stories were added to the syllabus for Spring quarter, 1997.  Topics were child abuse, death and dying, advanced directives, geriatrics, and informed consent. After the quarter, students and small group preceptors were surveyed for their response to the inclusion of these works. 

   Results: Eighty-five (88%) students and sixteen (67%) faculty responded.  A mean of 12 ( 3 (SD) out of 50-110 minutes per session were spent discussing the stories. Students read 81% percent of the selections and found 65% of these to be useful or very useful, compared with 91% and 79% of the faculty.  Fifty-nine percent of students felt that the number and length of selections was “just right”, 21% “too little”, and 20% “too much”, compared with 67%, 20%, and 13% of the faculty.  Two-thirds of students and faculty felt their interest in reading literature related to medicine and public health increased as a result of their exposure to these selections.  Short stories were rated as more useful than first person accounts, which were rated more useful than poems.  

   Conclusions: Students and faculty felt that the addition of literary selections to the preclinical curriculum was useful and stimulated their interest in seeking out more works related to the doctor-patient relationship and public health issues.  Subsequently literature was added to the entire two year curriculum.  Current research is ongoing to discover how the stories are used to augment learning.

