THE PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE

When evidence points toward the potential of an activity to cause

significant, widespread or irreparable harm to public health or the environment,

options for avoiding that harm should be examined and pursued,

even though the harm is not yet fully understood or proven.

Four practical essentials:

Give human and environmental health the benefit of doubt.

Include appropriate public participation in the discussion.

Gather scientific, technological and socioeconomic information.

Consider less risky alternatives
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