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Both I and II could potentially take up an hour’s worth of discussion time - the audience will vote on the set of scenarios with which we’ll begin.

I.  My Brother’s Keeper? (Adapted from The Physician’s Ambivalent Samaritan, by CP Gross, AB Reisman, and MD Schwartz, presented at SGIM Natl. Mtg., 1996)

For each scenario, discuss how willing you would be to help the victim.  If willing, would this include providing mouth-to-mouth resuscitation if necessary?  If not willing, discuss your reason (infectious disease risk, fear of malpractice litigation, lack necessary clinical skills for this situation, willing to wait for someone else to step forward, etc.)

A)  While dining in a restaurant, you see a man in a three piece suit clutching his chest.  He appears light-headed, diaphoretic, and anxious.  A waiter indicates that an ambulance is on the way.

B)  While just falling asleep on a transcontinental flight, you hear an announcement asking if there is a physician on the plane.

C)  While driving on I-5 late at night you see a car collide into the divider.  As you slow down you see a shattered windshield.

D) While riding the subway, you see a cachectic young woman make her way down the aisle and then suddenly collapse.

E)  While walking down Burnside on a cold winter morning, with the wind-chill estimated to be 15 degrees Fahrenheit, you almost trip over a disheveled man with a bushy beard and a filthy sweatshirt, lying on the sidewalk next to an empty bottle of wine.

II.  Shopping

You are out grocery shopping when you come across a rather tall man with coarse facial features, prominent supraorbital ridges, and a prognathous jaw.  His hands appear large and beefy, you estimate his shoe size to be about a 13, and he is sweating profusely.


-Do you approach and discuss with the individual the possibility that 
 
he may have a pituitary tumor causing acromegaly?  If so, how?


-Would your response be different if you came across, say:


A) A jaundiced young woman vomitting in a restaurant in a Third World country? 


B) A productive hacking cough in an unkempt individual buying a bottle of cheap wine in a liquor store?


C)  A young man with cachexia, track marks, prominent cervical and submandibular lymph nodes, and what seem to be whitish patches in his mouth, who is hanging out on a streetcorner downtown?
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