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To the Editor, NEJM:

US failure to first support, and now ratify, the WHO Tobacco Treaty may be due to the current administration’s strong ties to big tobacco.(1,2) Deputy Chief of Staff Karl Rove was a lobbyist and strategist for Phillip Morris (PM); Kirk Blalock, White House liason to the business community, was a PM public relations official; Charles Black, informal advisor to George Bush during the 2000 campaign, was a PM lobbyist; Daniel Troy, former FDA chief counsel, represented the industry when it sued the FDA over tobacco ad regulation; and former HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson, who rejected his own advisory panel’s recommendation to increase the federal tobacco tax, received $72,000 in campaign contributions from PM executives as governor of Wisconsin.(2,3) Finally, Brown and Williamson and RJ Reynolds are represented by Barbour, Griffith and Rogers, a lobbying firm stocked with Republican operatives, including former GOP chairman Haley Barbour.(2,3) In the 2004 elections, tobacco companies contributed $3,480,901 through individual contributions and political action committees, 74% of it going to Republicans.(4)
1) Donohoe MT. Cigarettes: the other weapons of mass destruction. Medscape Women’s Health in Context. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/501586_print. Posted 4/4/05. Accessed 4/12/07.
2) Yeoman B. Secondhand diplomacy. Mother Jones 2003(Mar/Apr). Available at http://www.motherjones.com/news/outfront/2003/03/ma_284_01.html. Accessed 3/6/05.

3) Action on Smoking and Health. Tobacco has strong ties to government. 2001(March 7). Available at http://no-smoking.org/march01/03-07-01-1.html. Accessed 3/6/05.

4) Tobacco: Long-term contribution trends. Available at http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=A02&Format=Print. Accessed 3/7/05.
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