Public Health and Social Justice (PHE 410/510)

Portland State University

Martin Donohoe

TTh, 9/30/08 – 12/4/08, 2pm - 350pm

Urban Health 411

http://www.publichealthandsocialjustice.org
http://www.phsj.org
martindonohoe@phsj.org
Session I (9/30/08):

· Course introduction; what is public health; what is social justice; principles of medical ethics; public health and social justice ethics

· Causes and health consequences of environmental degradation and social injustice

Required Reading:

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. United Nations. Available at http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html.

Session II (10/02/08): 

· Causes and health consequences of environmental degradation and social injustice

Required Reading:

Parenti M. Mystery: how wealth creates poverty in the world. Rachel’s Democracy and health news #895. Posted 2/22/07. Available at http://www.precaution.org/lib/07/ht070222.htm#Mystery_How_Wealth_Creates_Poverty_in_the_World
Garner E, Donohoe MT. Health effects of indoor air pollution from biomass cooking stoves. Medscape Public Health and Prevention 2008 (posted 5/19/08). Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/572069_print.

Donohoe MT. Environmental lead toxicity and the developing world. N Engl J Med 2003;349:501. Available at http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/349/5/500.pdf?andorexacttitleabs=and&search_tab=authors&tmonth=May&searchtitle=Authors&sortspec=Score+desc+PUBDATE_SORTDATE+desc&excludeflag=TWEEK_element&hits=20&where=fulltext&tyear=2007&author1=donohoe%2C+m&andorexactfulltext=and&fyear=1997&fmonth=May&sendit=GO&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT
Background Reading:

Donohoe MT. Causes and health consequences of environmental degradation and social injustice. Soc Sci and Med 2003;56(3):573-587.

Session III (10/07/08):

· Causes and health consequences of environmental degradation and social injustice 

Required Reading:

Power M. The magic mountain: trickle down economics in a Philippine garbage dump. Harper’s Magazine 2006(Dec):57-68. Available at http://www.harpers.org/media/pages/2006/12/pdf/HarpersMagazine-2006-12-0081312.pdf
Donohoe MT. Global warming: a public health crisis demanding immediate action. World Affairs Journal 2007;11(2):44-58. (Adapted from Donohoe MT. Global warming: a public health crisis demanding immediate action (Part I). Medscape Public Health and Prevention 2007. Posted 1/12/07. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/548985 and Donohoe MT. Global warming: a public health crisis demanding immediate action (Part II). Medscape Public Health and Prevention 2007. Posted 1/16/07. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/549292).

Donohoe MT. Health and environmental risks of bottled water. Portland Tribune 2008 (February 29). Available at http://www.portlandtribune.com/opinion/story.php?story_id=120423219534754600
Donohoe MT. Chondroitin use contributes to global decline in shark populations. Ann Int Med 2007 (April). Available at http://www.annals.org/cgi/eletters/146/8/611#15416.

Donohoe MT. Homelessness in the United States: History, epidemiology, health issues, women and public policy. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2004;9(2): posted 7/7/04. http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/481800
Session IV (10/09/08):

· Causes and health consequences of environmental degradation and social injustice
Required Reading:

Egilman DS, Bohme SR. Over a barrel: corporate corruption of science and its effects on workers and the environment. Int J Occup Environ Health 2005;331-7. Available at  http://www.radiationresearch.org/pdfs/2005-xx%20Egilman.pdf.
Weisman A, “The Petro Patch,” from The World Without Us (New York: St Martin’s Press, 2007, pgs. 129-144).

Donohoe MT. Protest dismantling of EPA library network. Lake Oswego Review 2007 (May 10):A9.
Books to be circulated during class:

W Eugene Smith’s photos of Minimata Disease (books to be passed around in class)

Salgado S. Workers: An archaelogy of the industrial age (New York: Aperture, 1993)

Session V (10/14/08):

· Reproductive health care and obstacles to abortion

Required Reading:

Slide show: Human rights and women’s rights timeline & overview. Available at http://phsj.org/?page_id=32.

Cooney E. The way it was. Mother Jones 2004(Sept/Oct). Available at http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2004/09/09_402.html
from The Hell House Outreach Manual, published by Abundant Life Christian Center. The Christian fright, cited in Harper’s Magazine, October 1997:20-3. Available at http://www.harpers.org/media/pages/1997/10/pdf/HarpersMagazine-1997-10-0059304.pdf
Background Reading:

Donohoe MT. “Teen Pregnancy: A call for sound science and public policy,” in Current Controversies in Teen Pregnancy and Parenting, Lisa Frick, Ed. (Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press/Thomson Gale, 2006). [Reprinted from Z Magazine 2003 (April);16(4):14-16. Available at http://zmagsite.zmag.org/Apr2003/donohoe0403.html]

Donohoe MT. Obstacles to abortion in the United States. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2005;10(2):posted 7/7/05. Available at 

http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/507404
Donohoe MT. Increase in obstacles to abortion: The American perspective in 2004. J Am Med Women’s Assn 2005;60(1)(Winter):16-25. Available at http://www.amwa-doc.org/index.cfm?objectid=1B138032-D567-0B25-57EE86AC69902184
Donohoe MT. Parental notification and consent laws for teen abortions: overview and 2006 ballot measures. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2007. Posted 2/9/07. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/549316.

Film Clip:

From Hell House (Plexifilm, George Ratliff, 2003)

Session VI (10/16/08):

· Environmental Toxins (Guest Lecturer, Jenny Pompilio, MD, Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility)

· Social Policy Analysis of Prostitution (Guest Lecturer Erin Corrigan, MPH candidate)

Required Reading :

Tickner, J. & Torrie, Y. (2008). Presumption of safety: Limits of federal policies on toxic substances in consumer products. Lowell Center for Sustainable Production: University of Massachusetts, Lowell pp. 1-20. Available at http://www.chemicalspolicy.org/publications.shtml
Background Reading:

Oregon Environmental Council (2008). The Price of Pollution: Cost Estimates of Environmentally-Related Disease in Oregon. Available at

http://www.oeconline.org/kidshealth/priceofpollution/
Opposing views on the nature of prostitution:

Raymond JG. Prostitution on demand: legalizing the buyers as sexual consumers. Violence Against Women 2004;10:1156-86. Available at http://vaw.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/10/10/1156
Weitzer R. Prostitution as a form of work. Sociology Compass 2007;1/1:143-55. Available at http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/120185357/PDFSTART
Session VII (10/21/08):

· Student-led discussions on individual and group approaches to promoting public health and combating social injustice

Required Reading:

Peter Montague and Carolyn Raffensperger. Some ideas for a common agenda. Rachel’s Democracy and Health News #896. Posted 3/1/07. Available at http://www.precaution.org/lib/07/prn_some_ideas.htm. 
Session VIII (10/23/08):

· Literature and public health

· Undocumented immigrants: health care and economic policy

Required Reading:

Donohoe M, Danielson S. A community-based approach to the medical humanities. Med Educ 2004;38:204-17.

Lacombe MA. Gordian knot. Am J Med 1993;94(1):75-6.

Hansen E, Donohoe MT. Health issues of migrant and seasonal farm workers. J Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 2003;14(2):153-164.

Oregon Center for Public Policy. Undocumented workers are taxpayers, too. Posted 4/10/07. Available at http://www.ocpp.org/2007/issue070410immigranttaxeseng.pdf
Session IX (10/28/08):

· American Public Health Association Meeting – no class
Session X (10/30/08):

· Symbols of love (flowers, diamonds, and gold)

· Drug testing

Background Reading:

Donohoe MT. Flowers, diamonds, and gold: The destructive human rights and environmental consequences of symbols of love. Human Rights Quarterly 2008;30:164-82.

Donohoe MT. Urine trouble: practical, legal, and ethical issues surrounding mandated drug testing of physicians. J Clin Ethics, 2005;16(1):69-81

Session XI (11/4/08):
· Food safety and agricultural sustainability

· Overuse of agricultural antibiotics

· Food irradiation

Required Reading:

Donohoe MT. Factory farms, antibiotics, and anthrax. Z Magazine 2003 (Jan):28-30. Available at http://zmagsite.zmag.org/Jan2003/donohoe0103.shtml. 

Session XII (11/6/08):

· Genetically-modified organisms and biopharming

· rBGH and dairy foods

Background Reading:

Donohoe MT. Genetically-Modified Foods: Health and Environmental Risks and the Corporate Agribusiness Agenda. Z Magazine 2006 (December):35-40. Available at http://zmagsite.zmag.org/Dec2006/donohoe1206.html.

Session XIII (11/11/08):

· The Criminal Justice System (jails and prisons, health care, corporatization, capital punishment)

Background Reading:

Donohoe MT. Incarceration Nation: Health and Welfare in the Prison System in the United States. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2006;11(1): posted 1/20/06. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/520251
Session XIV (11/13/08):
· The tobacco industry and the global tobacco treaty

· Luxury care: science, ethics, policy, and links with academic medical centers

· Single payer health care vs. the current US health care (non-)system

Required Reading:

Donohoe MT. Cigarettes: The other weapons of mass destruction. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2005;10(1): posted 4/5/05. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/501586
Donohoe MT. “Standard vs. luxury care,” in Ideological Debates in Family Medicine, S Buetow and T Kenealy, Eds. (New York, Nova Science Publishers, Inc., 2007).

Woolhandler S, Himmelstein DU. The high costs of for-profit care Canadian Med Assn J 2004;170(12):1814-15. Available at http://www.pnhp.org/PDF_files/ForProfitCare.pdf.

Proposal of the Physicians’ Working Group for single-payer national health insurance. Available at http://www.pnhp.org/publications/proposal_of_the_physicians_working_group_for_singlepayer_national_health_insurance.php?page=all.

Physicians for a National Health Program. Single Payer FAQs. Available at http://www.pnhp.org/facts/singlepayer_faq.php.

Session XV (11/18/08):

· Corporations, Public Health, and the Corruption of Science

· Science, pseudoscience, and unnecessary health care spending

· Ethical issues in human subject research: Nazi medicine through the present

Required Reading:

Donohoe MT.  Corporate front groups and the abuse of science: the saga of the American Council on Science and Health. Z Magazine 2007 (October):42-6. Available at http://zmagsite.zmag.org/Oct2007/donohoe_print.html. Referenced version available at http://phsj.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/corporate-front-groups-abuse-of-science-with-background-and-refs.doc
Weissman R. Taking on corporate power – and winning. Multinational Monitor 2005(Nov/Dec);206(11 and 12):25-43. Available at http://multinationalmonitor.org/mm2005/112005/weissman.html.

Donohoe MT. Unnecessary Testing in Obstetrics and Gynecology and General Medicine: Causes and Consequences of the Unwarranted Use of Costly and Unscientific (yet Profitable) Screening Modalities. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2007. Posted 4/30/07. Available at http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/552964_print.

Alexander L. Medical science under dictatorship. N Engl J Med 1949;241:39-47. Available at http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1375676/posts.
The War Prayer. Mark Twain. Available at http://www.ntua.gr/lurk/making/warprayer.html.

Background Reading:

Donohoe MT. GE – Bringing Bad Things to Life: Cradle to Grave Health Care and the Alliance between General Electric Medical Systems and New York-Presbyterian Hospital, Synthesis/Regeneration 2006(Fall);41:31-3 (abridged version published, we will read the complete version).

Session XVI (11/20/08):

· Health and economic costs of war and militarism

· History of war, weapons of mass destructions, the “War on Terror,” and the peace movement

· History of rape in war; genocide in Darfur

Required Reading:

Donohoe MT. Violence against women in the military. Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2005;10(2): posted 9/13/05. Available at

http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/512380
Background Reading:

Donohoe MT. War, rape and genocide: Never again? Medscape Ob/Gyn and Women’s Health 2004;9(2): posted 10/22/04.

http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/491147
Book to be circulated during class:

Sam Keen. Faces of the Enemy: Reflections of the Hostile Imagination (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1991)

Session XVII (11/25/08):

· Catch up; class reflections on life and social activism; student discussion questions from oral reports

Required Reading:

Dillard A. The wreck of time: taking our country’s measure. Harper’s Magazine 1998 (Jan):51-6.

“Work,” from Gibran K. The Prophet (New York: Alfred A Knopf, 1923). Available at http://phys.lsu.edu/~gokhale/theprophet.html.

Ehrmann M. “Desiderata” (1920s). Available at http://www.fleurdelis.com/desiderata.htm.

Pastor Niemoller, “First they came for the Jews...” Available at http://www.telisphere.com/~cearley/sean/camps/first.html
Session XVIII (11/27/08):

· Thanksgiving holiday

Session XIX (12/2/08):

· Student Presentations

Session XX:

· Student Presentations

· Turn in essay
· Wrap-up and course evaluation
List of Possible Research Topics:

Child labor

Contemporary Slavery

Arguments for and against slavery reparations

Gun control

Mental health (multiple)

Impaired physicians

Health care fraud

Culturally-defined illnesses

Injury prevention - fires, helmets, etc.

Auto safety

Corporate welfare

Literacy and health care

Other countries’ health care systems - e.g., Canada, UK, Australia, Japan, Germany, Russia, etc.

Religion and health care ethics

Child and elder abuse

Prostitution

Complementary and alternative medicine

Corporal punishment

Capital punishment

Torture and human rights abuses

The AIDS crisis in sub-Saharan Africa

Vivisection

Quarantines and infectious disease

Advertising and public health, role of the media
Public health education

Hunger and food insecurity

The global water crisis

Microfinance

Labor rights

The underground economy (e.g., textiles, housekeeping, etc.)
Women and athletics (history of Title IX, substance abuse, sex testing, etc.)

Gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender issues

Campaign finance reform and health care

Occupational health (multiple issues); farming and health

Breast feeding - international aspects of infant nutrition

Pseudoscience and Health Quackery

Greenwash and Bluewash

Diseases in history - e.g., plague, etc.

Famous figures in the history of medicine, nursing, dentistry, and public health

History of contraception or childbirth

Malpractice

Childhood lead poisoning

Medical aspects of adoption

Sex education in the schools

Polygraph testing

Funerary rituals and attitudes toward death historically or in other cultures

Humor and medical ethics

For other ideas, see external links at available at http://www.publichealthandsocialjustice.org
Administrative Details

· Course open to upper level undergraduate, post-baccalaureate, and graduate students

· Credit: 4 units/40 hours

· Office hours: by appointment

· Required readings will include journal articles, book chapters and literary selections – please read articles before class
· Background readings are optional, as they will review most of what is covered in lecture

· Articles by Martin Donohoe available at http://www.publichealthandsocialjustice.org
· Grading: Letter grade, based on:

· Attendance and class participation – 40% (students may not miss more than 2 class sessions and still pass the course)

· Oral discussion (lead a brief oral discussion on an individual or group working to promote public health and combat social justice; provide a one-page handout with overview, website for further information, and one or two discussion questions [these will be addressed in Session XVIII]) – 15%

· Powerpoint presentation (10-15 minutes talk, 5-10 minutes for Q/A; I suggest bringing a disc to class and e-mailing yourself a copy, in case your disc malfunctions – check your disc before coming to class. Please let me know your topic by the end of week 6) – 15%

· Research paper (5-8 pages, 8-15 references) – 30%

Powerpoint presentation and paper may be on same topic. Instructor will help students prepare particularly well-written papers for submission to journals/periodicals. Paper is due at final session.
· There is no final exam

