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What a Medical Student Ethics Course Needs to Cover
· Why studying a little ethics matters in medicine

· Some basic ethical concepts and reflective methodology
· Decision-making:  Patient autonomy/participation; Informed Consent; Decisions by surrogates

· Capacity

· Respect/dignity
· Best interest

· Substituted Judgment

· Professional-patient Relationships:  Trust, Truth-telling, Confidentiality

· Respect

· Privacy

· Security/Harm
· Error

· Professionals’ personal “conscience”

· Pediatric issues:  Parental decision-making—scope and limits

· Best interest

· Harm

· Teen decision-making

· End-of-life Issues

· Right to Refuse

· Advance directives

· Withholding/withdrawing

· Doctrine of Double-effect

· Controversies:  PAS & Euthanasia

· Resource Allocation

· Stewardship/Scarcity/Environmental Ethics
· Justice

· Ethnic/racial differences/disparities

· Socio-economic disparities/access

· Public health needs v. individual interests

· Research Ethics
· 20th Century Landmarks
· Recruitment issues
· Design Issues
· Student Issues

· Working in a hierarchy

· Clarity of role and responsibilities

· Whistleblowing

Legal Issues that Matter
· What physicians should know about the law and lawsuits

· Scope and nature of law in relation to medicine

· Civil v. criminal

· State v. Federal

· Statutory v. common (case) law

· Immunity v. rights statutes
· Community standards of care

· Psychology of malpractice claimants
· Documentation issues

· Consent law

· State-based rules

· AR’s code

· Immunity statute

· Practice laws

· Privacy (HIPAA)

· Confidentiality

· Limits (Tarasoff)
· Truth-telling/informing

· Negligence

· Fraud

· Abuse of power

· Sexual harassment and abuse

· Misuse of information/records

· Family law

· Abuse & (Medical) Neglect

· End-of-life

· Right to refuse & State-based determinations (Cruzan)

· Advance directives and surrogate decision-making

· ARTIPUA

· Rights statute

· Emergency care

· Obligations of physicians

· EMTALA

· Implied consent

· Psychiatric issues

· Fidelity to your patient

· Remaining objective in family therapy

· Decisional capacity and the right to refuse

· 72-hour observation/evaluation

· Involuntary (inpatient) commitment

· Involuntary (outpatient) treatment

· Ob/Gyn

· Maternal-fetal care/conflict
· Minors

· Reproductive Rights
· Abortion

· Emergency Contraception

· Elective C-sections

· Practitioner refusals

Humanities Issues that Matter
· Narrative medicine

· Listening to the stories of patients

· Interpreting stories of patients

· Authoring stories with patients

· Awareness of the story of medicine and its effects on practice (see “history” as well)

· Awareness of your story and how it affects your actions and your interpretations

· History of medicine

· Historical context of medical values and professional concerns

· Historical context of medical knowledge

· Cultural awareness

· Recognizing cultural values & difference

· Global Heath Issues

· Definitions of health and medicine

· Disparities/Access

· Third-world “brain drain”

· Spirituality & medicine

· Spiritual aspects of patients in relationship to healthcare concerns

· Religious practices and beliefs in relationship to healthcare

· The role of professionals’ spiritual values and interests in their practices
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