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Council should ban gas leaf blowers

Edtors note: The author submitted.
the folling as testimony tothe Lake
Ostego City Council and requested that
it be printed on the Opinion page

y name s Martin Dono-
Hoe.Lam a resident of
Like Oswego, parent
and physician,

1 1id my Training at UCLA,
Harvard and Stanford, have
written a textbook on public
Tealth and social justce, and lecture na
tionally and incernationally on several
topics related to environmental health,

Tam here to sk this ity council to
ban gas-powered leaf blowers becase
of the significant risks they present to
public health. Pollution from gas-pows
ered blowers takes (o forms: noise
and air

Noise pollution produces auditory
and non-auitory cffects, Decibel
Tevels of gas leaf blowers exceed safe
levels up 103 radius of 800 fect and
contribute to hearing los, tinni
tus, stress and depression, due to
the'isolation consequent to hearing
los. Non-auditory effects include
disturbance, annoyance, cognitive
impairment (particularly in children),
sleep disturbance and hypertension.
Oceupational and environmental
epidemiology studics have shown a
higher prevalence and incidence of
cardiovscular disease and mortality
here there is chronic noise

sposure
T terms of air pollution, s blow
ers prodce high levels globl-warn:
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ing associated carbon dioxide, fine
partieulate matter, cancer-causing

pollutants such as benzene, formalde
hyde and acctaldehyde, and toxic car
bon monoxide. These emissions have.

adverse effects on brain and heart
health and cause damage to develop,
in fetuses, You have no doubt been
ule aware of the study sho

ing emissions from a half hour’s
use of a single gas blower is
equivalent (o the emissions
from a Ford F150 Raptor driving from
North Texas to Anchorage, Alaska
Pollutants can stay n the ai for quite
some time, expecally when they do
not have a chance to dissipate because
of the repeated use of gas blowers, in
Some neighborhoods for hours per day
on most days of the weck,

Asaphysician, [ sce regularly the
harm caused by air pollution, which,
inaddition to contributing to hospital
admissions for heart and lung disease
and stroke, causes 75,000 premature
deaths cach year in the United States

more thar auto accidents. A pollu
tion causes asthma and impaired Tung
development and function in children,
whose lungs are sl developing and
thus more vulnerable to pollution’s
toxic effects. Asthmaties and those
with emphysema expericnce higher
medical costs and increased school
and work absenteeism, as
wellas long-term
risks associat
ed with lung.
disease and

carly death. The medical and socic
tal costs of polution-related heart
disease and cancers are,of course
significant

‘Gas blowers are teribly overused
in Lake Oswesto. Because people are
cither unable or unwillng o change
ki the “status quo bias,” i is in
cumbent upon this City Councl, for
public health reasons, o step in and
ban them. Gas blower use adversely
alfects our citizens,especially children
and those with pre-existing chronic
illnesses,as well s landscape workers,

Portland and Multnomah County
have already planned to completely
phase out gas-powered leaf blowers
by 2028 and over 100 cities nation:
wide have enacted bans. Lake Osweo
should do the same. We all have a
right to breathe clean air and to be
free from acoustic assaults in our
neighborhoods.

Thank you forlstening.

Martin Donohoe i a Lake Osicego esidr.




